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Dear Ms. Molchanow,
 
I was so heartened to learn that Pennsylvania’s stsate standards in Science and Technology and
Environment and Ecology were being revised and brough up to date. However, based on the draft
standards shared on the PA Department of Education website, I have grave concerns about the
proposed Integrated Standards for Science, Environment and Ecology for grades 6-12. In integrating
standards for environment and ecology into the science and technology standards, many topics of
critical importance to students, the commonwealth, and our shared earth have been lost.
 
Specifically, the proposed standards do not include Environment, Ecology and Agriculture as
performance expectations. These topics were previously independent state standards that teachers
were required to cover. Please restore Environment, Ecology, and Agriculture as a separate, fifth
domain under the new proposed standards.. Within this fifth domain, I urge you to restore
connections to such key environmental topics as Watersheds and Wetlands (so critical to our
commonwealth’s water resources), Renewable Resources (to prepare our students for a new
sustainable economy), and Humans and the Environment (necessary to understand our role in a
changing world) should be included as individual performance expectations. These content areas are
necessary for creating informed and science-literate Pennsylvanians who understand the
environmental challenges facing our commonwealth now and in the future.
 
Pennsylvania was once a leader in environment and ecology standards. The proposed integrate
science standards do not measure up – to other states’ guidelines or to the standards Pennsylvania
has upheld in the past. The new standards for Science and Technology and Environment and Ecology
must include a fifth, separate domain for Environment, Ecology, and Agriculture to prepare our
students for the future..
 
Thank you for supporting science learning for all Pennsylvania students.
 
Sincerely,
Jennifer Schnakenberg
 

Jennifer Schnakenberg
Assistant Director of Education
Pronouns: she/her/hers
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Frick Environmental Center
2005 Beechwood Blvd · Pittsburgh, PA 15217
P: 412.586.4576 ext. 104
 

 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy (Main Office)
317 East Carson Street · West Tower · Pittsburgh, PA 15219
P: 412.682.7275 · F: 412.622.0160
PittsburghParks.org
 

                
 
Does your company participate in the Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program? Find out and
encourage them to support the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy’s educational programming.  Thank you!
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